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 Toall the Churches of Feſus Chrift.call% to be Saints through the immortall ſeed which dwelleth 


1n you, and ſhall be with you for ever. Grace be with you, and peace from Gad our Father, 
and our Lord Jefus Chriſt. | 
Deavly helcued Brethren, (ig 


E hopeitis on our hearts to live and die with you,as thoſe that arc joyned to the Lord, andcach to other by the will of God, members of that 
bh. one body, builc up through that one everlaſting ſpirit,a h:.ly Tabernacle for the living God. Neither is icthe leaſt part of our joy to be {ervice- 


abic unto you,who are our joy, and the delight of our dear Jelus. Surcly we have been made in much ſenſe to ſay to the Lord , our goodneſſe 
extends not unto thee; but if as a few poor worms we may be uſeful! to thy excellent nes , to help them on to the end of their faith , the ſalvation of their 
ſouls, it ſhall be enough unto us : And for this we would labour night and day,warning every one of you, ſtriving with you, and together with you with 
God for ycu, that every one of you mav be prefentad perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus. This delien and honeſt defire of our ſouls, hath brought us together from tar 
ro wt b:tore the Lord In this place, where we have been raking upon us to ſpeak to God,though duſt and aſhes. Yea,we have bzen encouraged to ſpread be- 
forc your Fatner and our Father,the ſeveral weights that lie upon you and us. Wherein vie have not been without hope,the Father hath not taken advantage 
rhrough our conf<fſions to condemn us in his prefence,or toupbrald us,buc hath ſmiled upon us notwithſtanding. And though we have been ready to cry 
out, we ar? cut oft from before thine eyes, yet hath he hcard the voice of our {upplication. And it is no ſmall ad.\fition to our comfort , while wethink of ic, 
that while we carried the yokes and burdens of whole Sion,and have been as the touls under the Altar, cryinz, How long Lord,boly and trae, why doth this Cha= 
ris! woeel make jol-wg tarrying ? the Lord hath lightned us while we have thus looked unto him. Neither ſhall we bs aſhamed to fay to you, Rejoyce ob Dawg 
fer of Srny:bild your Kingghe commeth in righteouſneſs and in veace,to grve an ex22d:d end, We have told our Father and your Father, that we cou'd not be 
ſatisfied wich lite for our (elves, peace for our ſelves, white robes for our ſelves. un!efs Sion alſo might be made partaker of the ſalvation of God. And in this 
we hav< had fome taith, and ſome revivings have attended our ſouls in che hope of his mercy; and now as we have been faithfall for you to God , {o we 
would now bt faithtul for God to you. We have been arraigning the abominations of Sion b: fore the bar of the mot} High; we have been crying for Ju- 
tticeiirom che thi one, uf on ev: ry (in. for ſtrength and light to purge our every perſiſting impenitent ſinner, as enemies and traytors to the crown and dig- 
rity of curl ord Jeſus. More paritcularly,we have been ſpreading out our hands before tize mott High,and have made confeſſion of thoſe reigning abomina- 
tions ins ur own fouls, and in the Chuniches that light ſpirit, living ſhort of the erue i;ght and ſenſe of God; Majeſty in his Churches, and among his Saints ; 
from whence rrocecds that vanity and Careleſneſs which doth ſo much attend them. \Ve have bew il that wretched worldly ſpirit, that plucks down the 
Szints from their excellencygand leaves ſuch blackneiſe upon them, which renders them {o uncomely in che eycs of men. \We have bewaild that coldneſſe and 
ad es that is ur on our ſelves, and up:1n the Churches. That formalicy in holy dutics, that inditff rency , that Laodicean ſpirit that i« fallen in upon us, 
while vii have ben iy ng, Let him make fpecd and haiten his wor that we may ſee it, let the counſel of the Lo: d come, that we may know it ; and all 
e312 wh te hve been drawing iniquity with the cords of vanity, having been in a great meaſure as without the ſence of the work , fo without the true tra- 
vail of foul, which this work {houid putus into. For theſe things our ſouls have been bowed down : And ſome have been made to cry out,0” that our heans 
erg nt foil torn and or yes were as 11Virs of tears, that we might weep !.r the in quity of the deugners of Viou, Beho'd for this our fouls have been in diftrefſe, our 
owes hiv. been © oubled,our hearts have been rurned within us ; we have taken off our ornaments, we have been breaking and bleeding, and have been 
erviny out for more ihe. becauſe the crown is fallen from Stons head by reaſon of her iniqui:y, We have been bewailing perſonall iniquity, congregatio- 
all iniquity.netional niqui y,timily iniquicy, cl.1 t iniquity; we have by ſearch found poor Sion as it were witho'it ſoundneſſe , from che crow: of the 
hc:dtothe tole of the f of full of bruiſes and putrified ſores. And now we call up »n you that cremble ar the word of God to come unto u3; take heed, oh 
take red f being unſentible of por 74. 0b troublc ; rake heed of ſtretc+mmg y.ur ſ los 52 p1ur 5:1) of Ivory of dritking yeu wine in bowls,ts chaeting at the ſound 
of the wicl.unon bng you | lues wilh the chief vpices, ard forget that F+ſc;.h is 1a affliion, your poor nat'on, your poor f:milys, your poor Churches, your own 
105 cult are In diſtreſſcyheaven and earth ſeems to frown.ircuble within,and terrour withour ; theſe things arc come upon thee, ani who {hall comfort 
chce? Ob me down, fit whe duſtzcal zour ſolemn afſe mbites, priciany faſts,:nd w-ep ointerly bef;re the Lird f r oll yur abomin :tion; You have but as it were plays 
ed with God you have no: trembled in his pre{:nce,you have been wa'iton before him, having been without the terror of his Majeſty, therefore you have 
confeiled,and have delighted to word it out with the Lord, but alas, you have no fooner gon away, but you have forzot what manner of men and women 


you were,and thought no mure on your prayers. Oh how often have you mocked God ; but oh be not dece:ved,God will not be mocked. It appeares already how- 


God takes it at yzur hands; and now once more you have ſentus hither, and once more cur father hath ſmiled upon us, for we have begged him co ſave us 
yer this once more,and truly we eremble. It ic ſhould be as at other times,what will the Lord doe in the end thereof, the hope that is in Iſrae! concerning this 
th'ne 1ic- in your putting from you tha accurſed thing. Oh now if you would purſue this pride,this worldlineſs,this coldneſs and {lothfulneſs,your perſo- 
nal negl:&s, your tamily negleds, i112 Lord might yet be intreated co return and have mercy upon us, that we might be healed. Oh that now theſe things 
might ize laid to heat t. How doth the world as a canker eat out your affeftions to the Lord ſeſus,cat out your time, your ſtrength,your zeale, while you have 
been aſlcep in the Jap of his Dal!+h, your locks have been cut off, and you are but as other men; that whoever beholds you may ſay what {ingular thing do 
ye? now ti:en ley to heart theſe crying abominations of Ston : the generall complaint in alm6ft all the Epiſtles, the world is tov beautiful ; Satan hath (he- 
ed them the Kingdoms of the earth,and this hath Bewitched them,and th:ir minds arc miich,vh too much alienated from the Lord. Oh brethren the lor is 
fall:n upon this as a treubler of Iſr acl, and that for which you have fallen before jour encmks, biing it cut now, and tone it before the Lord ; yea ralie up 
ach 2 heap upen it,as it may never appear more 3 that God my m:ke this Valey of Achir @ decor of kipe, This iniquity hath been apparently written upon 
your for:hcads,witneſs yeur :emiſncls is meeting?, your neglcQ of the poor Sainre,and of the Minilters of Chiift, whoſe daily complaints and addrefles are 
living monuments of this raigning abcmination ; your cruelty to ſervants;child:en, exacting all their labours, but take no time to counſell them » Inf{fruct 
thera,to ſkew them that are without Chritt that miſcrablc «ſtate wherein they are,that their ſculs may be the better for you,and they bound co bleiie God on 
vur behalf. And to commune in the Lord with them that are in Chrilt,that their fouls might be comforted, edified, and encouraged to walk with God in 
< heir places. Thi: hath made profcſlors families ſo dry,uſeleſ*,& unprofitable,Saints communion ſo little tending to «dification. This fin eats out all that di- 
vine ſweetneſs of regenerating and ſanRitying gra ce. We have rcuined in that we have had fo great a hand in this treſpaſs, in not bearing ſo faithful a tc- 
ſtimony againſt ic in our miyiltry,but {laviſh fear of being accounted ſclfiſh or the like, hath ſtope our mcuth untill thc mouth of this iniquity hath almoſt de- 
vouriug the poor Churches of Chritt.Oh we would not conſul [ with this fleſh any longer,but In cur places (and defire by theſe to provoke all the miniſtrin 
brethren every where alſo to be faithfull to the Lord ard their poor Churchee,to bear a faithful teſtimony againſt every evil way that is hared and abhor'd 
of God,what cenſure ſoever they may meet withall from men. Tha: of {lothfulneſs,careleſnefs, another reigning evil; from theſe two as the root ſprings many 
other dangerous hurtful praQtices the great hinderances of our works in our Families the Churches and our ov n Souls. And becauſe they arcevils rooted 
deeply in the heart, it is hard to ger them out. And we have by cxperience found, how well they are able to bear with teſtimony againtit them, with Re- 
proofs and Counſcls, and yet lie cloſe, they are Sermon-proot and Epiltle-proot ; ſo ftrong that they have wreſted all weapons out of the hands of 
Saints and Miniſters that have becn formed ayaini them : Nuw we defire we may no longer reit in a teſtimony of words,but preceed to take ſome effe&ual 
courſe that ſin or finners may be purged out of the houſe of God. In order to this, wc delire the Churches that they would ſet ſome day or days apart wherein 
they may bewail theſe iniquitics and pollutions of Sion before the Lord, and to bring their ſouls into a through tence of them allo, that the miniſtring bre- 
thren would without reſpe& of perſons bear their conſtant teſtimony in their minifiry, and from houſe to houſe night and day, warning every one to flec 
from thoſe abominations ; that at leaſt they may deliver themſelves from the blood of ſouls, having declared to them the whole counſel of God. And if 
Rill ic be perſiſted in, and plain proofs of it in the ways and works of the profeſſors of C hriſt, we leave it as the Churches ſpecial duty to purſue it,by dea- 
ling with it unti] fin or ſinner be purged away. We (ball leave it tothe Lord,and thoſe with whom the Lord hath intruſted with his Oracles to be further 
opening and alledging thoſe things whoſe words we deiire may be heeded. Another cvil wehad thought to have ſpread before you;for want of opporunity 
we ſhall now omit, yet defire you may lay itto heart,look over again cur former Epiſtles), and that from Chard we have labourcd in vain, that which hath 
been brought forth hath been to (o little purpoſe. And now brethren, our hope is in your obedience;in thoſe things we hope we ſhall rejoyce in you;nay 
we do rejoyce in our hope of you; in this hope we commit you to the Lord, and tothe word of his grace,who is able to build you up, and to give you an in» 
heritance amongſt them that are ſanAified. We remain Ha 


have appointed our next meeting at Dorchefter,and defire the Churches to ſend their Meſſengers Tomxrs dearly to love in, and ready to | 
£42 to hens the 2d day (art night) of the 2d week'of the 3d month (val. ) May 1658, J for Chr iſt Teh, iy to ſerve you 
From the meeting of the Meſſengers of the Churches in Tiverton, this 18 day of the 9th Thomas Collier, Nathaniel Strange . 
moneth 1559. ſigned by us, in their names, and by their appointment.” : Thomas Glaſs. | 


Leven, Printed for Thimer Brewſter, atthetfirea Biblesin Few's Church-yard, 1637. 
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